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Come Celebrate th'Auspicious Morn
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1.  Come celebrate th'auspicious morn,
     The Saviour of mankind is born.
     Shepherds attend the friendly voice,
     And at these tidings all rejoice.

2.  Behold! a spotless Virgin fair
     Hath brought to Light her only Care;
     Whilst guardian Angels now descend,
     The new-born Infant to attend.

3.  The Shepherds all with joy repair,
     To seek their only Saviour dear;
     Angelic Voices sweetly sing,
     To hail the lovely new-born King.

4.  Directed by the heav'nly Guest,
     The Shepherds found the place of Rest;
     Within a Manger fill'd with Hay,
     'Twas there the great Messiah lay.

5.  The Shepherd's sang with Hearts elate,
     To view the Infant's humble State;
     Still may the Day be blest on Earth,
     That gave our dear Redeemer birth.
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B.L. Ref:  G. 521.(4.)  T334b. 

Alto line originally an octave higher.

* Grace notes after have been writ ten in full.

The original is in Book IV of Joseph Key's 

music - Five Anthems and Four Hymns - 

London, and published by his widow ca. 1790. 

In 1789 his previous three books were 

advertised in Thomas Williams's Psalmodia 

Evangelica, London 1789. Key himself died 

in 1784.
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Rodmell, Sussex, dated 1842, and now in the 
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